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GIRCUMSTANTIAL
EVIDENGE ONLY

THE GROUNDS ON WHIUH GOVERNOR
ISSUES REPRIEVE

JORE EVIDENGE IS PRODUCED

) Coeper Wrote Letter To Governor And
Repeats He Is Innocent of the
Charge Of Murder of Bowmun

The following appeared in Tuesday’s
Times-Uunion, coming from Talla-
hassee :

Colonel J. W, Brady in againobtain-
ing a revocation of the death warrant
for his client, 1. E. Cooper, has accom-
plished what appeared to be almost
the impossible. Colonel Brady is a
tineless and able worker, and has de-
voted himself to the task of saving the
life of the condemned man, shows
he firmly believes, innocent of the
erime of which he has twice stood in
the shadow of the gallows, and has
twice been respited.

For more than a year he has been
working on the case, and has placed
before the Board of Pardons a volum-

; inous mass of evidence that he feels
justifies him in asking a commutation
of the death sentence.

The evidence upon which Cooper

" was convicted was entirely circum-
stantial, and circumstances have de-
veloped which may prove that there
are strong grounds for doubt of the
infallibility of the evidence upon which
%e was convieted.

A year ago when Cooper sat waiting
to be led out to be executed, he stoutly
asserted his innocence-asserted it
when he had abandoned all hope of a
reprieve.

In a letter to the Govenor written
last week, again in exptctation of
death upon the gallows, he maintains
his innocence. Accompanying his let-
teris a photograph of himself, his
wife and children, takened in the De
Soto County jail at Arcadia. ‘'Do you

think,” he said, *‘that a man with this (]

responsibility would deliberately seek
such trouble as has come upon me?”’
The Results,

Many papers are summing up the
losses and gains during the war in the
Far East,” and the following results
will be of interest:

What Russia has lost by the war:

Millions in warships,

Immense guantities of war mutorlal

Millions in Dalny and Port Arthur.

Millions in Manchurian rillway ad-
venture,

Part of Sakhalin.

Asiatic commercial prestige.

Asiatic political prestige.

What Japan has gained.

A great increase in her navy.

Much war plonder,

Part of Sakhalin,

Asiatic commercial prestige.

Asiatie political prestige.

The admiration of the world,

The fear of patronizing and insolent
powers. ;

Great honor for the broad-minded
deference to the world wide judgment
£ Mtpuﬁm in order.—Gainesville
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Buying Florida Timber Laod.
" " Georgia sawmill men and turpen-
tine operators continue to become
heavy investors in Florida timber
lands. The latest deal is reported
frem Moultrie, Ga., and isas follows;
“A land and timber trade has been
el here of which the consideration
‘was in round numbers $175,000. Two
. Moultrie parties, W. C. Vereen and
' H.H. Smith bought of Iowa parties
~ about 25,000 aeres of land in Jeflerson
“and Jeon counties, Florida, that is
. 4&*&!‘:9&)"»“&;". The body
: been owned for some
ars by a milling company at St,
9, and recently the company
d, the mill was closed down and
“ﬁm:oﬂh‘hthm of par-
’ The deeds were made
¢ Hoffman of Museatine, Iowa,
imoney was paid over here by

CONDEMNED TO DIE.ON GIBBET,

Reprieve Came After Rope Had Been
Adjusted—Served 20 Years.

Mrs. W, H. Felton tells the follow-
ing pathetie story in a recent issue of
the Atlanta Journal:

The story of Charles Henry Franklin,
who was condemned to be hung in
Bibb superior court over twenty years
ago, and who was respited on the gal-
lows, after the rope had heen tied on
his neck and his feet were standing on
the death trap under the gallo ¥s tree,
beggars romance and proves the truth
of the old saying that fact is stranger
than fletion,

His respite procured a change in the
sentence and he was gent up as a life
tonviet and served twenty-one years
of this hard senteunce, although he was
an innocent man all the time, and his
life had been sworn away by the real
murderer,

And this happened in Georgia! The
real murderer confessed the erime on
his death-bed and told bystanders that
Franklin was an innocent sufferer.
This poor vietim of another’s wrong-
doirg had not only been so nearly
hung, but he served at the hardest
hardest work as a life term con-
viet in Coal City coal mines and on
railroad grades in summer’s heat and
winter’s frost, and at rock quarries,
where toil was the hardest and punish-
ment severest. His wife died on the
day when the hangman’s rope was
fastened on his poor neck—died from
grief, shame, humiliation and despair,
leaving a little baby girl three days
old. Her suffering was greater than
she could bear and her life left it
grief-stricken tenement to find per-
haps rest that she was decied here on
earth.

This poor, wretched man had also a
mother, whose agony was immeasura-
ble and who died as a pauper, con-
sumed by the agony of her grief and
the condition of her hopéless son, a
life conviet in Georgia’s chaingang.
This poor Mr. Franklin was 65 years
old when the prison doors were opened
and he was told vo go, as he had been
cleared Ly the confession of the real
murderer,

But what was there for him on the
outside, after such bitter servitude
and degradation, except the liberty to
go where he pleased, the liberty tosub-
sist and make a living the best he
could ; for one of his arme had been
mashed off in a lumber mill and he
was not only crippled in mind, but
maimed in body, a pennyless pau-
er, & homeleds waif, having been dead
the world for twenty-one years and
thereby robbed of the best of his life?
Is it not dreadful to know how he was
wronged?

True it is, he had the consciousness
of being innocent, nnd his self-respect
doubtless sustained him in the hope
that God would be merciful and let
the truth prevail ; but who ean meas-
ure the depths of suffering, as the years
rolled wn, as his head whitened and
his health declined, and nothing ap-
parently came to his relief?

He had ncver seen his child, that
three-day-old baby which survived the
mother on that awful day set for ils
father’s execution, and when he found
her in Florida, after the prison doors
were opened to him, she was herself a

er’s sin was a grandfather. ,

In those dreadful conviet camps the
life convict worked overtime and sent
the money to educate th&t child, and
that child’s life was shadowed and de-
pressed and hampered by the fact that
her father was once nearly hung aod
still a life convict in Georgia's peni-
tenitentiary condemned for murder!

It is simply too horrible to be ex-
pressed in words! Noamount of money
can.equdlize the suffering and rightful
claim of Franklin to justige and reha-
bilitation before his fellowman !

He always protested his i .
but it availed him nothing, after the
jury decided against him. Just imag-
ine, if you ¢an, how his poor heart
gasped and agonized and beat itself
against the the injustice of man !

The story of Jean Valjean will ever
remain a classic in popular fiction, but
Jean Valjean could get out, and could
breathe the free-air, and circumvent

|his enemies, and could do works of

charity, was beloved by those who
knew him best even if he was all the

mm

mother and this poor victim of anoth-|

THE COURSE
OF TRUE LOVE

ONCE MORE FAILS TO RUN SMOOTH
FOR YOUNG COUPLE,

Assisted by Friends, the Young Lover
Carrles off Sweetheart, But & Stern
Parent Ends the Romance.

Chester Whidden, a young man just
entering manhood, fell desperately  in
love with his cousin, Etta Whidden, a
pretty miss of 14 summers, The young
lady did not return his affections, so
with the help of sympathizing friends
he decided to kidnap her from her
home. With the assistance of his
brother, Curtiss, and Lamb and Cyril
McClelland, the young lady was in«
duced to go with them to Zolfo where
Justice H. M. High made the ycung
man happy. The girl tearfully returned
with her new-made husband to his
home in Gardner, Aboutthis time the
irate father was hot on the trail of his
new son-in-law and found them with
the door barricaded, Procuring a gun
he returned tothe house and demdnded
his daughter. Reluctantly the door
was opened and the daughter rushed
into the arms of her fond parent. The
new son-in-law made a dash for lib-
erty. With the aid of neighbors the
two youthful accomplices to the abdue-
tion were eaptured. Constable Prine
took the train for Punta Gorda where
he captured the husband and retuined
with him to Gardner. The father had
Chester arrested. The uncles of the
new son-in-law had the girl’s father
arrested forassault with intent to muar-
der. The end isnot yet, but the youth-
ful pair are separated and the matter
will probably be taken to the courts,
a8 the girl is not of age and did not
have time to obtain her father’s con-
sent.

A Comedy of Errors.

In a certain Irish provincial paper a
burglar was recently described as have
ing stoien from a famous actyess who
was touring the provinces, two bugs
and a rag.

A polite note from the lady was re-
sponsible for the still more startling
notice which ran:

“We sincerely regret the mistake
which crept into our report of the
theft of Mis« B’s property. The lug-
gage consisted of two bags and a rug,
and not two bugs and a rag, #% stated
through our printer’s error, We hope
that Miss B—, who is starving in the
provinces, will accept the apology
herewith offeted.”

Next day, in a speeial and profuse
article the word ‘‘starving’”’ was re-
placed by “starring”, and this time the
jocular printer mast have been held
in eheck, for the letter-press appeared
without a flaw.—~The Caxton Maga-
zine.

An Admirable Curfew.
Palmetto’s eity council has passed a
curfew ordinance providing that no
“children under 21” shall be on the
streets without escort after 8 o’clock
p.m, The Palmetto News thinks this
a good ordinance, and that the eity
authorities should see that “children
under 21" are at their parents fire-
sideafter 8o’clock. If the city fathers
of Palmetto have devised anordinance
that will keep the kids *‘under 21" by
their parents fireside (and in August,
too,) they would copyright the ordi-
nance &nd rent it out to other towus.
They ought also to ecopyright, or pat-
ent, or trademark those Palmetto par-
ents who desire to resort to city or-
dinances to eontrol theirown children.
The News has salways found that a
dutiful child is like a grammatical
adult—the product of home training,
not of ordinances or text-books, It is
safe (at this distance) tosay that the
Palmetto ordinance will ecure few.—
DeLand News,

Endowed With all His Goods.

It was at a fashienable wedding in
Savannah, says the Philadelphia Rec-
ord. The bridegroom had no visible
means of sapport save his father, who
was rich ; but when he reached thst
part of the service he repeated boldly :

“With all my worldly goods I thee
Mo'l"

-~ Whereupon the. father said in a
stage vhlmr thlt could be heard all
| over the

m .ouhllbl-~

OFFICERS ARE -
NOMINATED FOR CITY

AT A MASS MEETING HELD LAST
FRIDAY NIGHUT,

City and County Officers Unanimously
Chosen—~The Nominees Are Well
Known and Hard to Beat.

At & massmeeting of eitizens, which
was largely attended, Mayor Pooser
was elected to preside over the meets
ing. Congiderable interest was shown
in settling the question as to who were
qualified to take part in the meeting,
The following were the nominees for
the different offices: Mayor, W, M.
Platt ; Tax Collector, Ed Gireene ; Mar-
shal, Bam Powell; Clerk, R. ( nmpboll {
Asgessor, ). J. Singleton ; Couneilmen,
F. W. Hays and J. N. Hollingsworth.
J. L. Jones and E. A. Houston wvrni
nominated for councilmen, but with-
drew before the vote was finished,

Chicago Leands In Strenuosity,

Chieago is undoubtedly a screnuous
place but until a prying statistician
tabulated its maiy claims to that
distinction, the inside details were
unobtainable. Umder the caption,
“Srum-lhin(Mfﬂk in Chicago,” a re-
ecent issue of the Ohio State Jonrnal
contained the following :

A death every fifteen minutes,

A birth every 8 minutes and 27

onds.

A murder every 70 hours.

A sulcide every 18 hours.

A serious accident,  necessitating
nurse’s or physician’s care every 4
minutes,

A fatal accident every five hours,

A case of assault and battery every
26 minutes,

A burglary every 2 hours.

A hold-up every 6 hours,

A disturbance of the peace, to at-
tract attention, every 6 hours.

A larceny every 6 minutes.

An arrest every 7 minutes and 80
seconds,

A fire every hour

An arrest for drunkenness every fif-
teen minutes,

A marriage every 20 minutes,

A case for the coroner every three
hours.

A new building completed every 1
hour and 156 minutes.

A railroad passenger train arrives
every b6 seconds.

Sixty passengers, suburban and
through, arrive eveyy second at rail-
way stations,

Seventy thousand gallons of water
pass through the 1600 miles of water
mains every minute,

sec-

Savannah.

The Savannah Morning News of Fri-
day, Beptember 1st, gives very many
interesting figures regarding the com-
merce of that eity for the year ending
August 8lst. The increase in a busi-
ness way is most flattering, and there
is & gain in every branch of industry
that is indeed a surprise to all. The
importations are in excess of what
might have been expected and the out-
look for the city is beyond the anticipa-
tions of the most enthusiastic citizen.

Savannah will continue to hold her
position as the leading seaport city of
Georgia, and much pains are taken to
maintain its beauty and health asa
residence city. All in all, Bavannah
will stand well at the front for sta-
bility with any of the cities along the
Atlantic seaboard.

Governor Nepoleon B. Broward re-

*tarned yesterday from a trip to Chica-

Ro, the Great Lakes and Hot Bprings,
and declares that he and his family
had a delightful time and that the trip
proved most beneficial. En route
home the Governorand his family—oue
that would tickle Roosevelt and ‘‘ A pos-
tle” Dowie to death—seven daughters,
the youngest being only 1'¢ years
old, the eldest scarcely 18, are at the
Grand enroute home from a trip north.
A sister-in-law and her daughter are
also in the party. Governor Broward
is 48 years of age and his wife 85,
Florida is prosperous, with good erops
of ajl kinds, said the Governor, and
developments aré progressing in every
direction.—Jacksonville Metropolis.

GARDNER ITENS,
Social Salamagund! From ofv Neighhor-
ing City of I-Lm‘(.-_

We hear no complaint of frost these
days.

Mess, V. O, Fussell and Allan Kob-
erts of this place made Tampa & busi-
ness call this week,

Mr. Bryant Hampton, of Areadia, ie
visiting his father this week.

Misses Nannie, Bertie and Fannie
Coker went to Arcadia Fridey night
and ascompanied a crowd of young
people out to the church festival at Oak
Hill and reported a pleasant time.

Mr. Areh Hampton, after spending
several days in the woods returned to-
day.

Miss Michall Coker, who received a
severe shock of lightning on the 20th,
is rapidly imoroving.

The Literary society has been post-

| poned until Friday night.

H P.Johnson made Arcadia & busi-
ness call today.

Miss Carrie Parks is visiting the
Misses Coker,

Mr. W. A, Stephens, who has been
visiting friends and relatives here, re-
turned to his home in Ft. MeCoy last
Thursday, accompanied by T. W.
Coker,

Mr. Oran Baldwin, the prominent
Fish Branch teacher, was in town this
week,

Miss Nannie Coker, n(tn.ar spending
a few days in Areadia visiting friends
and relatives, returned home Monday
evening.

Weather seems gradually gesting
cooler. And we raise no objestions,

Sunday School was well represent-
ed here Sunday from B.ownville, Ar-
cadia and other places.

Mr. Hutto Durranee made s brief eall
at the Gardner House Bunday.

Cecil Durrance, after apending sev-
eral days with home folks at Lily and
friends in Gardner, returned to his
position a8 express messenger from
Lakeland to Titusville.

Mr, J. Harrison’s sister, Mrs. Carl-
son, is vigiting here this week.

Prof. Chester Parker madea flying
trip to Owens Saturday, returning Sun-
day.

Mr. Watson of Tampa was calling on
one of Gardner’s fair young Iadies
Sunday.

Mr. Ed Hendry of Arcadia, has been
vigiting his gister, Mrs. E. Fielder, a
few days.

Miss Melda Cline, of Nocatee, made
the Misses Cokers of this place a pleas-
ant call Saturday, returning Monday.

Messers Walter, Jessie and Roseo
Mixelle of Nocatee made their rela-
tives of this place a pleasant eall Sun-
day.

Messers. Will Scott, Jack Ferrold
and Bryant MeCorquodale of Areadia,
were calling here Sunday.

Miss Jessie Carlton made her parents
a pleasant call Friday.

Mrs, A. M. Coker made Arcadia a
business call Saturday.

Little Miss Abbie Carlton of Zolle
was visiting the little Misses Coker
Sunday.

Miss Vela Hayman, after spending
two weeks with Mrs, Lunn and Coker
of this place, returned to her home in
Ft. Meade Sunday.

We are glad tosay Mrs. MeCorguo-
dale, after being ill for several days, is
improving.

Mrs. Adns Mercer made Areadin =
business Trip Monday.

Mr. Henry Bullock of Arcadia was
in Gardner Tuesday.

By reference to chapter 4867, page
101, of the aects of 1801, Laws of Flori-
da, it will be noticed that “an aet for
the protection of birds and their nests
and eggs’’ makes it unlawful to kill
bullbats, which are being slanghtered
by the hundreds in some seetions.
What are considered game binds csn
be killed in season, but the bulfbats
are not in this list, and persons proven
guilty of their destruction are liable
to a fine of $5 for each offence, and su
additional fine of #56 for ecach bird,

this act. Bullbate are incladed in
this act, and offenders shoald take
warning —Gainesville SBun.

ME IS CHARGED WITH THE KIL.
LING OF MISS MAY BROWN,

THE LARGE LIST OF WITNESSES

Prisoner Tells Mis Stary of This Shook. Phel
! Ing Tragedy —He Declares Ho Used
His Pistol in Self Defonss,.

Jacksonville Metropolie,

In the Oriminal Court Taesday be-
gan the trial of Owen Loadholtz. whes
is eharged with committing the crime
of manslaughter—the shooting and
killing of Miss May Brown during the
tragedy in the office of Justiee Farris,
on February 13, 1906, when there was.
so much shooting done by Mrs. llutl\
Freeman, mother of Miss Brown, and
Loadholtz. The latter was onder ay-
rest and was being preliminarily tried
on & charge of betrayal of Miss Brows
~the particulars of which were giver
yesterday in the trial of Mre. Freeman, :
for assault with intent to murder Load -~ i
holtx. 8he was convicted of aggravated ¥
assanlt and a motion entered for & new
trial, s
Loadholtz is being defended by M. J .
Jordan aud J. B. Christie, and prose—
cated by County Bolicitor Bryan and
F. W. Pope. The jury today consists
of 0. C. Wingate, J. M. Wamsley, W__
W. Bowden, J.J. Wilson, ¥Ed Cllllit
and D, O. Crews.

Yesterday in the trizl of Mrs. Free—
man very little tronble was experienc~ .
ed in obtaining a jury. Today, how-
ever, it was quite different, asa num-
ber of she talesmen simmoned hadl
expressed an opinion as to the tragedy.

LOADHOLTS TELLS WIS STORY.

Loadholtz, in his statement, describty-
ed the seene, the position different onas:
occapied in the room of Justice Farris,,
where the shooting oceurred. He said -
““We were all at Jostice Farris’ eoury
rooms on Febraary 18, 1906, where =
trinl was going on. Mrs. Preeman -
arose out of her seat and came towards
me rapidly and said : ‘Owen Loadboltx,”
with a pistol in her hand. ¥ was jus
in the aet of getting up out of my ehair
and was in a stooping position. I think g1
my fasce was turned toward Josties: )
Farris’ desk where | was going to ask-
him or my attorney, Mr. Jordan, =
question. My face was turned thax
way (the witness indicating with his
hand) when Mrs. Freeman said ‘Owen
Loadholtz.” T ducked my head when §
saw the pistol in her hand and there
was then & flash and & report. [ pulled
my gun and fired—J don’t know how
many times—and I don’t know whethey -
or not she had fallen, as somebody:
caught me from behind, and, while
struggling with the man holMing me (1
don’t know who he war), there wan
another report of a pistol dischargedl
at my back, when some one ssid, ‘Leok.
out, Loadholtz.! I den’t Amew whe
said it, but I turned quickly after being:
loosed from the man holding we. The
girl (May Brown) had her pistol right .
in my face, and I fired just as quickly
as I could, and I suppose | then hilledh
her, She was not very far from mo.
Her revolver was within three feet o
three and a half teet or sommething like
or perhaps alittle less. It was right .
near my face. There was wothing thay,
I eould have doue then to prevest hew
shooting me. She held the pistol righ h
tomy face snd was in the act of fringy
when I fired my pistol as quickly as T
eould to protect my owm life.”

Loadholtz was calm sad eollected du .
his statement.

EXHIBITED WER PINTOG.
Cleveland Permenter testified thak
one day last winter he wan standing B .
the door of his barber shop on Maiwm. .
street when Miss May Brown came
aad had a cooversation with kim.
told him that ake bad
show him. Witness saked her what
was, ::-whhtm
ness the pistol and -ﬁ.
twice sad lound thas it wes not
He asked her what she was going
'ﬂ”ﬁ. 'Iu::dﬁiﬂl that o
was going to the court room of
Farris for the md‘m
first som of unnlu”
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